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Primordial Yearnings
The Figures of Amanda Shelsher

The unashamedly expressed sensitivity of Amanda Shelsher's figures reveals someathing truthful about
their maker whe is not afraid to demonstrate aspects of life that really matter

By inscribing emblems of the home and native flora with sgraffito on these contemplative busts and
freestanding figures, Shelsher shows she is highly conscious of the environment her children are growing
up in. Many figures featura her home, or her neighbourhood, complete with front fences and the dangling
overhead power lines that link cur homes with the community, This notion of living in almost & prescribed
way, the way of suburkia, in an almost prescribed way, the way of surburbia, in & constructed environment,
versus being in nature, is her underlying theme. Cloud formations predominate, either as bulbous shapes
coming from the head in Just around the Bend and Cloaded Thoughts, or drawn in swirls around the busts
and faces, They represent Shelsher's dream of a rural existence, the tug of nature, and a dasire for the
utopian world of her cwn bush childhood. Her figuras are filled with symbols of this treasured idyll, where
her protective instincts as 8 mother resonate with mother garth,

A deeply human dimension of Shelsher's ceramic sculpture strikes you immediately, Their figurative forms
are imbued with a subtlety which goes beyond the material. The figures have an intimate, essential guality of
fernininity, despite their androgynous appearance; they portray herself, her children and the oycles of life.

Shelsher's previous work has been mostly autebicgraphical. Mow her two young children have bacome
her primary inspiration. As they grow she is chserving, taking notes and cresting a sort of diary in 30. Among
the Angref series we see the ancient yearning of mothers for an ideal childhood emvironment. The angelic
seated figures are poised with the absolute swe and wonderment of childhood when evarything is new
and marvellous. The angelic wings are an allusion to that naive innocence, paying homage to their open,
joy-gving nature which delights and inspires. Shalsher applies omate butterfly maotifs as analogy for these
elusive moments :

Across the body of work, the yearning for nature highlights Shelsher's desire to pass on an appreciation
of nature and a love of animals to her children. She actively gives them chances to explore all the wonder,
as she once did as a child in the Perth hills. These artworks read like a manifeste for an ideal existence, ona
that embraces city life and nature at once. There is also strong reference to the identifications associated
between our homes and ourselves, an implied caution about the attachment we have for the capsule
of space which shelters and protects ws. She reminds us it is the living things which are of the h'ghesl'
importance, and not the things we accumulate,
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