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PANORAMA Arts

~ Capturing the untouched
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CIHMN Caldwaell (s o landsonpe
puinter who  travels  exten
slvaly, photographing  and
sketehing, mnd then reluming
1oy his studio o compose his images
In this, his second show m the

pallery, theve s o |1munndul'unu¢ ol

images of roeky cliTh and hills fn
areas such as national parks — slles
that in the main are wntcuched by
human inewrsion or aecupation

In mixed medin on paper anid
employing o lmited palette of often
muted colours, Caldwell would seem
Lo depict still moments, early o tale
in the day, or In the quite before
storm. There is a quality of limmul
able physieality, of awe before the
wonder of the natursl world tht is
tantamount oo religlous experienie
A highly articulate  draughtsman,
Coldwell may tnke liberties in his
formal resolution of o particular
view, vel his Images nre
meticulously  detailed in their
deseription and precisely composed,

There are severnl lorge panoramic
views of which Cudgegorng River,

Mudgee, in a predominant paleite of

dark blues and greens, was the only
one in which human incursion is

evident in the ordered plantations
whigh cut into the otherwise natural
environment. OF his smaller works,
Rulstone Dusk and Inler Reflections
are bwo that particularly drew my

interest for their colour and play of

lighi

From his CV | note that Caldwell
began painting while living in Eng-
lwnd, which leads (o the supposition
that his exposure to the great 19th-
century  exponents  of  landscape
painting has encouraged him to taken
o the mantle of & latter day romantic
in his approach o the Australian
landscape,

Amanda Shelsher i a young artist
from Western Australia who has in

recent times been the recipient of

several prestigious awards for her
ceramics. This is her first show at the

NATURAL SCENE:
“Citehment to
Croast” by Jfofin
Caldwell evobke
it
“Fremutable
physicalify”
thraigh the
wse o,
masted palelie

Beaver Galleries and the first time 1
have seem her figurative works,

which are built in a combination ol

slab and coil using carthenware and
stoneware with the addition of
glawes, oxides, stains and slips.

A recent first-time mother Shel-
sher addresses the maternal and
protective  instinets that she has
expetienced. She draws analogies
between humans and animals in the
way she renders her figures, which
cross  over between the two in
appearance and behaviour. This is
certainly and amusing and playfully
perceptive look at life.

John  Caldwell, Catchment o
Coast, and Amanda Shelsher,
Precious, Beaver Galleries, 81 Deni-
som Street, Deakin, daily. 10am to
Spm, until August 30,

AWE-INSPIRING: Wesid Anstralion cevamic artist Amando Shelsher draws on
her experience of being a neto mother with “Precious ™




