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Sculptor eyes child's view

Amanda Shelsher is driven by her children’s joy of diSCDVEI’}f, she teils Ara Jansen

culptor Amands
Shelsher has bound

the cycles of Life seen
through the growth of her
children and the local
neighbourhood.
Like a spider web, the themes
and dmmsuncu.ufbernmm

sculpiures hive & childlilke
curicsity, 8 calmness and & toach
af romance about them.

The sculptor works from bome:
in Inplewood. While che has a big
kil in her shed, her workspace
consigts of two big tables in the
middle of ber lounge room. She
bailds each piece by hand and
usually works into the night after
her son and daughter are in bed.

“My work is & reflection of my
everyday life and I want to be
with the children,” Shelsher says,
YAl the same time, it's also
lealated and I 1ike that.”

Sheleher grew up surrounded
by bush in Gooseberry Hill and
was introduced to cay at 10 when
trer mother began her owm caneer
a5 1 prafessonal potter.

Afver first exhibiting at 18,
Shelsher went on to teach art and
im 1999 decided to practise full
time. She has exhibated all over
the world and is represented in
prestigious pablic and private
national collections.

Her latest exhibiticm, Bloom,
opens todsy and is a joint show
with painter Jenni Doherty, who
ako draws part mgpiration from
thi poetry of natre.

Shelsher’s 17 sculpmares wse the
style sgraflite, which allows ber o
draw ower the top of her clay
Figmres like a tattoo.

Tnaages of mature ane overlaid on
to the sculprores, piving them an
ethereal, other-world feel.
Growing up in the tush and now
living in saburbia, she says it an
anpoing mssle berwesn those twa
woglds with the banksias, insects
and houses which she hand paints
on oo her figures.

"The work very much-alse
chans the prowth of oy childr=n
and thedr Hife force,™ she says. “At
the same time I am very much
deciding between the city and the
country &od that's combng out m
the work too. On the pieces where
I feature houses in my area, that’s
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® With the refeace on Monday of
The Striped World, 32-year-old
Emmia Jongs becama the first
Buséralian poet to be pubibshed by
Faber & Faber, which this year
celebrates its BOth anniversary. The
poems in this, her deburt collection,
ranpz in scale and complaxity from
the seven-lined GoldFesh (The ssa's
it wide but it is full7) ko the
Dacastle Postry Prizs-winning Zoos
for the Dead. 1n this poem, the
reinrator finds hersalf the owner of a
talking parrot which once belonged
15 & brather and sister of the Stolen
Gesmeatinmes TTher lined Fhars yaes

the suburban part and then there
5 a ozture aspect on other
pietes.

“This has led me to chsere
my oam children's fascination
with nature in all #ts forms.

“1 kowe this perticular age of
my children as they meet
everything with a sense of
wonder and an exgerness to learn
and exploe.

“They &re great discoverers,
finding insects, seeds and plants,

*"We can learn 50 much from
children 2% they take time to stop
and soody in detail the oatural
world arcund them.™

Shelsher hapes the work opens
our eyes 1o the inherent beauty
around us and oar
interr=laticnship with namre.

“] hope to create works that
reflect the emergy of life,
affirming oot only the miracl
bt the cycle of hife ™

Bloom, featuring Amanids Shelsher
and Jenni Doherty, is at LK Galleries,
Subiacn ot April 18

parrols " Jones might still be
szarch of & volce, her songs
resounding with the sounds of Syha
Plati, fsne Sextan and the twa
Hughes, Ted ard Langston, 1o name
bast & fewr. But thers Is 250 an original
messic herw, ona that moves in the
msnner of & dream bedween real and
imagined histories

® Parihs first waakly spoken word
event, the Perth Postry Club, is now
open for business each Sehaday from
2-4pam downstairs At the Court Hobed,
Beawfort Street, Perth. People a

sncouraged to bring their own paam’ 1 1.

becauee there will be a short
cpen-slage segment and Eeziared
guests every wesk Tomonrow's guest
s “the rockin' thesawrus™ Allan Beyd
the Antipoat. Entry Is free but
danations wil be encuraged Detalls:
e eethnoetrise i pomy -
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WA Fress Photographer of the Year Awards 20059
Exdibition thowzaust ever 500 phelograc®s from e
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chance toview this amazing adibition on deplay now 2
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