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Amanda Shelsher’s conceptual ceramics

In the first few years my life as an artist was
incredibly isolated, but | enjoyed the solitude and
freedom that came with the Iifestyle. | loved it
and all of my early ceramic figurative works were
narratives of my presvious years travelling the globe

Mow, howeever, with the emergence of two
beautiful children in my life, Jakob three and Indigo
12 months, my focus and works have dramatically
changed. The challenge now of combining being
a full time murm, and continuing my full time art
practice, is really a fine balancing act, with many
moments of insanity and joy.

| have always enjoyed working with the human
form, especially busts, as they are strongly
autobiographical and tell stories about my daily
life, Many of my newer works combine the human
form with my love of animal and plant forms to
portray this miracle of life. Celebrating this new
stage in my life, my figures express various th
ranging from fertility, germination, the inst
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work is hand-built, using slabs the majority o
time. or building u of clay til
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great strength and versatility, which allows me
work faster.

Much of my work is created at night. when | am
able to get larger amounts of time. It's fantastic to
settle down and really enjoy making and consolidats
all my thoughts of the day. The actual making
process for me is very maditative. | enjoy working
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through, and replaying. thoughts in my head and
translating these into new works. At the moment,
WEe are renovating our inner city home. | don't have
an actual workspace, just the dining room table, so
this is providing new challenges as well. | used to
sit under our old patio exposed to the elements,
with the dog and-kids, working very simphy.

Even though each day is a frantic rush trying to
keep all areas of my life afloat rive on making
new works for shows, exhibitions and competitions
and even though, sadly, my time of personal tr
has stopped. the works themselves are travelling far

and wide
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